
ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CHURCH MOUSE 

August 2020 
 

 
  

Sunday, August 2 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Drive In 10:00 am With Communion 
 

Sunday, August 9 
10th Sunday after Pentecost  

Drive In 10:00 am 
 

Sunday, August 16 
11th Sunday after Pentecost  

Drive In 10:00 am  With Communion 
 
 

Sunday, August 23 
12th Sunday after Pentecost  

Drive In 10:00 am 
 

Sunday, August 30 
13th Sunday after Pentecost  

Drive In 10:00 am Healing Service  
 

 

Join us in the church parking lot for the Drive In service 
Or 

 
Grab a cup of coffee and join us via the link to worship 

together in Spirit each Sunday at 10:00 am 
http://www.sttimothybemus.com/coronavirus-updates.html   

 

http://www.sttimothybemus.com/coronavirus-updates.html


Page 2 

 

Pastor's Ponderings  

It’s hard to believe that it is already August and yet, in some ways, for some of us, the time has 

dragged on since March, when COVID 19 arrived in New York State. Our lives have changed 

so dramatically since then. It seems that we are doing everything differently whether in our 

homes or outside of them. 

The school districts around us are working on plans to reopen safely. How can this be done? 

Will their plans be approved by the state? Will teachers and staff feel safe back at school? I do 

not envy any of you who have or are working with school-age children right now. Our children, 

grandchildren, nieces, and nephews have struggled in these months of isolation. Hopefully the 

chorus of “I’m bored” hasn’t rung too loudly as it usually does when the summer draws to a 

close.  

Are you finding you are struggling with anxiety, even when you feel fairly safe? Some people 

are having strange dreams. What makes me anxious is that I may be missing something. By 

doing worship and preaching differently, not being able to visit people in their homes, I keep 

wondering what else I can do. And yet, this is when I most have to reach out to God, trusting 

that God will direct me through these times of uncertainty. 

We are preparing for returning to indoor, in-person worship after Labor Day. Our re-opening 

committee has been meeting and praying and working on how to do this safely. We are already 

having in-person, physically distanced, council meetings.  

These months have provided a time that I have been encouraged into greater devotional time 

with our Lord. I, who am decidedly not a morning person, have found myself waking up well 

before Ray, the dogs, and the cat. So, I’m spending the time in quietness, which I find difficult; 

reading and praying. As an ADD extrovert, my mind is always busy. I’ve been able to quiet it a 

bit. This time has drawn me into a closer relationship with God. I would encourage you to take 

time away from everything and spend just a few minutes in God’s presence.  

As creatures hard-wired to be in relationship with others, connectedness with God makes all 

our other relationships better. Jesus is our ultimate friend. As we miss being with friends and 

family, draw closer to God. Then connect with your loved ones in other ways: email, phone 

calls, a card, texting. It may not be the same, but it can help. And you know, God already 

knows how you feel, but tell him about your feelings.  

Last week’s second lesson, Romans 8:26-39 becomes even more appropriate in times like 

these. What especially stands out is: 

 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?...  

 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Pastor Ivy 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A26-39&version=NRSV
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St. Timothy Church Council 
 

President– Kristie Bloomquist  
Vice President - Marty Hunt        

Secretary – Marcy Saar 
Mary Lou Krott         Tammy Haas 
 Linda Milks         Pastor Ivy Gauvin 

-------------------- 
Treasurer – Julie Bihler 

Financial Secretary – Kathy Carlson 
 

Do you have questions or ideas for Council?  Feel free to share them with 

any council member or write them down and leave in the office. 

 

 

 
 

  6 Marilyn Erickson                         20 Darlene Turnquist 

  9 Chrissy Sellstrom                       29 Ann McKillip 

11 Mary Peterson                            29 Debra Daniels                  

12 Derrick Raynor                           29 Don Anderson  
12 Ben Wickerham                          30 Adam McKillip  
17 Jessica Goebel                         
  

           +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

 

Online and Smartphone Giving via Give+ App 
ONLINE GIVING at St. Timothy for Debit/Credit cards 
Three ways to give: 
- Go directly to our website at www.sttimothybemus.com. 
- Use our QR code with the QR reader on your smartphone. 
- Download the app ‘GivePlus Church’. Create an account. 
  For further information, see Kathy Carlson on Sundays or call her at 485-1316. 

 

 

AUGUST 
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No packing June-August but will hopefully resume in September.   If 
you would like to help, contact Gale Svenson-Campbell at 
gales1949@gmail.com.   
We are still collecting food for the 5 & 2 Ministry, bring your items 
and place in the bin in the front entranceway of the church.  Lists of 
needed items are available in the narthex. 

Fighting childhood hunger in our community, one child at a time. 
 

 

We are praying for: 

 

Those who have been victimized and died as a result of racist hatred. 

Those who serve on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Those who are currently sick from the COVID-19 virus and  

the families of those who have died from the virus. 

Those who are entering back into their places of employment. 

Our nation's military members and their families. 

All police officers and members of law enforcement. 

Congregations returning to in-person worship. 

Organizations and individuals suffering decreases in business and 

job losses. 

Congregations in transition. 

The congregations and pastors of the Southwest conference. 

The synods and bishops of Region 1. 

For God's wisdom and justice to guide all local, state and 

nationally elected and appointed leaders. 

 

 

mailto:gales1949@gmail.com
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Monthly Readings 
August 2, 9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings and Psalm 

Isaiah 55:1-5  
Eat and drink that which truly satisfies 

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21  

You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16)  

Romans 9:1-5  

The glory of God’s people Israel 
Matthew 14:13-21  

Christ feeding five thousand 

 

August 9, 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings and Psalm 

1 Kings 19:9-18  

The LORD speaks to Elijah on Mount Horeb 

Psalm 85:8-13  
I will listen to what the LORD God is saying. (Ps. 85:8)  

Romans 10:5-15  

Hearing and confessing the word of faith 

Matthew 14:22-33  

Jesus walking on the sea 
 

August 16, 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings and Psalm 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  

A house of prayer for all peoples 
Psalm 67  

Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3)  

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  

God’s mercy to all, Jew and Gentile 

Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28  
The healing of the Canaanite woman’s daughter 

 

August 23, 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings and Psalm 

Isaiah 51:1-6  

The enduring foundation of God’s salvation 

Psalm 138  
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8)  

Romans 12:1-8  

One body in Christ, with gifts that differ 

Matthew 16:13-20  

The profession of Peter’s faith 

 

 August 30, 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings and Psalm 

Jeremiah 15:15-21  

God fortifies the prophet against opposition 

Psalm 26:1-8  

Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3)  

Romans 12:9-21  
Live in harmony 

Matthew 16:21-28  

The passion prediction and rebuke to Peter 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-2/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-2/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-2/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-2/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-8-30/0
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  Prayer Requests:  Gale Svenson-Campbell, 

Karen Johnson, Roy Pihl, George and Janet Balcom, Maj-Britt Traynor, 

Beverly Klang, Trudy Fetzner, Thom Shagla, Matt Isaacson, Mabel Tranum, 

Gloria Fitzpatrick, Sarah Van Staalduinen, John Gingrass, Dick Stark, those 

serving in the military and their families, including Ben Wickerham and 

Jeffrey Clauson,  those caught up in violence and war who have no safe 

home in which to live. For all children, that the love of Christ may reach 

them through all of us who have resources to love, protect, pray and provide 

for them. 

************************* 

ELCA Anti-Racism Pledge 

As church we are called to confess the sin of racism, condemn the 

ideology of white supremacy and strive for racial justice and peace. 

Beyond statements and prayers, we are also called to act and respond 

to injustices. We invite you to commit to anti-racist actions 

at ELCA.org/RacialJusticePledge.  

 

Living Lutheran on Instagram 

Did you know Living Lutheran now has an Instagram page? Follow 

it here at @livinglutheran for exclusive content and more ways to 

access the stories of the ELCA.  

 

Five hundred years of The Freedom of a Christian 

You are invited to study and reflect on Martin Luther’s treatise “The 

Freedom of a Christian” in 2020, its 500th anniversary. The treatise 

invites us to hear, share and experience the Lutheran witness of the 

Christian faith as it relates to God’s narrative of freedom in Christ. 

This initiative extends our engagement in the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation. Learn more at ELCA500.org.  

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fracialjusticepledge&srcid=230756&srctid=1&erid=55374d8a-1341-44ea-a9e2-f9151cfa4cba&trid=55374d8a-1341-44ea-a9e2-f9151cfa4cba
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.instagram.com%2flivinglutheran%2f&srcid=230756&srctid=1&erid=55374d8a-1341-44ea-a9e2-f9151cfa4cba&trid=55374d8a-1341-44ea-a9e2-f9151cfa4cba
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca500.org%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2020%2f04%2fFreedom-of-a-Christian_final-proof_3.17.20201.pdf&srcid=230756&srctid=1&erid=55374d8a-1341-44ea-a9e2-f9151cfa4cba&trid=55374d8a-1341-44ea-a9e2-f9151cfa4cba
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca500.org%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2020%2f04%2fFreedom-of-a-Christian_final-proof_3.17.20201.pdf&srcid=230756&srctid=1&erid=55374d8a-1341-44ea-a9e2-f9151cfa4cba&trid=55374d8a-1341-44ea-a9e2-f9151cfa4cba
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca500.org%2f&srcid=230756&srctid=1&erid=55374d8a-1341-44ea-a9e2-f9151cfa4cba&trid=55374d8a-1341-44ea-a9e2-f9151cfa4cba
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 ELCA Unveils New Design for Future 

of the Church 

7/22/2020 10:05:00 AM 

CHICAGO — This week, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA) unveiled a new, innovative design for the future of the church that 

will ensure the answering of God's call to invite more into the way of Jesus. 

This design will focus on attracting young, diverse people to position the 

ELCA for the future. 

"The world has changed but the message of the gospel has not," said the 

Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, ELCA presiding bishop. "What needs to change is 

the way the church engages the world to invite more people into the way of 

Jesus – the way of love, grace and justice. This new design positions the 

ELCA to accomplish this mission." 

The ELCA is one church body organized in three expressions – 

congregations, synods and the churchwide organization. In this new design, 

these three interdependent expressions will work holistically to bring the 

gospel to the world. Staff from the churchwide organization will be aligned 

around the design for the launch in early 2021. 

- - - 

About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: 

The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United 

States, with nearly 3.5 million members in more than 9,100 worshiping 

communities across the 50 states and in the Caribbean region. Known as the 
church of "God's work. Our hands.," the ELCA emphasizes the saving grace 

of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in 

the world. The ELCA's roots are in the writings of the German church 

reformer Martin Luther. 

For information contact: 

Candice Hill Buchbinder 

773-380-2877 

Candice.HillBuchbinder@ELCA.org 
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Global Mission 

By Marcia Brown, Mission Interpreter 

IMMIGRANTS AND CORONAVIRUS 
 

Luciana, a widow, fled Honduras with her children because of the violence 

there. She came to America with a dream of a fresh start. She got a full-

time job in a factory, was learning English, and was helping her children 

settle into their new lives. Then COVID-19 hit, and her hours were cut. She 

found a part-time job in food service, but was soon laid off because of the 

shut-down. She filed for unemployment but is a victim of the massive 

backlogs, and she is not eligible for a stimulus check.  

 

Luciana pays taxes, holds a responsible job, educates her kids, and 

contributes to the diversity of her community. But because she is not a 

citizen, she cannot take advantage of the same opportunities her neighbors 

can. Yet, she is part of the backbone of this country, working an essential 

job that provides for everyone else’s needs, while exposing her to a higher 

risk of getting sick.  

 

ELCA’s Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) has established 

the Neighbors in Need Fund, an emergency cash assistance fund to help 

Luciana and the thousands of immigrants in the same situation. When the 

pandemic upends lives, immigrants and refugees are thrown into sheer 

desperation. And now, LIRS is there to help. Learn more at lirs.org. Your 

mission support makes programs like these possible. Thank you! 

 

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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This week's reflection comes from The Rev. Gail Wolling,Dean, Central Crossroads Conference 

 
Genesis 32:22-30 

22The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and 

crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 

25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and 

Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, "Let me go, for the day 

is breaking." But Jacob said, "I will not let you go, unless you bless me." 27So he said to him, 

"What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." 28Then the man said, "You shall no longer be 

called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed." 

29Then Jacob asked him, "Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my 

name?" And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "For I have seen 

God face to face, and yet my life is preserved."   
  

Musings 
Wrestling with God  

  

This month we will look at the alternate Old Testament lessons. The first story is Jacob 

wrestling with a man who Jacob identifies as YHWH. A great story for us to 'wrestle with' as 

well. 

 Jacob is a trickster; he has been all his life. But he is God's chosen. Could have been Esau but 

it wasn't. God chose Jacob. 

 This evening on the banks of the Jabbok is a time of reckoning for Jacob, a turning point in his 

life-long journey. Biblical stories about journeys are also stories about character transformation. 

He is about to meet up with the brother he cheated long ago and then return to the tent of his 

father. He has two wives and a lot of explaining to do. Up to this moment, his usual response to 

facing responsibility is to cut and run. Instead, Jacob wrestles until dawn. 

 Dawn is that moment when night turns to day, the moment for an epic conflict and transforming 

event. Jacob eschews indirection and asks directly for what he wants: a blessing! He clings to 

God, survives his divine opponent and in this encounter finds the resources to face his brother 

and embrace him. In 33.11 Jacob connects the two events saying, "For truly to see your face is 

like seeing the face of God - since you have received me with such favor." 

 This night of wrestling has prepared a changed Jacob for the work that lies ahead. His name is 

now Israel which the passage tells us means 'one who strives with God and humans.' This man 

with a mixed record of behavior becomes the father of the 12 tribes of Israel and continues to 

build this saga of faith that began with Abraham. 

 We 'wrestle with God' on many levels. These often become pivotal moments in our faith lives 

as well - not necessarily easy, but fruitful in our journey towards God. In our moments of 

wrestling perhaps we should ponder how our journey is about to change, and what work God 

has in store for us. 

 Let us also ponder who this God is who wrestles with Jacob. Have we domesticated the Divine 

Creator, tamed the power and glory and insistent love of the one who gave us Jesus? Have we 

forgotten God's persistent love of surprises and the danger inherent in divine power? 

Throughout the faith stories of the Bible, God is intimately engaged with humans, seeks them 

out, blesses them. But God is also unpredictable. 

 Remember, Jacob walked away from this night of adventure with abundant blessings, but he 

walked away with a limp.   
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Ways to Help this Month:  
  5 & 2 donations.  Lists of food items and sizes available on the church 

website. 

  Bemus Point Food Pantry. Items needed are cereal, spaghetti noodles 

and spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, soups, canned fruit, applesauce, 

toilet paper, dish soap, shampoo and toothpaste.  Monetary donations 

are always welcome.  Contact Marty Hunt 720-0460 for donations and 

questions. 

  Can tab collection: The Synod Assembly planning team has decided to 

continue with the collection of aluminum can tabs for another year. 

Start collecting & look for announcement to turn them in.  

  Love, INC – many needs – see E-Ministry for more details  

 

  Honduras Promise Children Project needs new sponsors 

 

  Mailing in your weekly or monthly offering would be greatly 

appreciated for August if you haven’t already done so. 



AUGUST 2020 
THE WORD IN SEASON 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     1 

Isaiah 44:1-5 

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

Matthew 7:7-11 

2 
Matthew 14:13-21 
Psalm 145:8-9,14-21 
Isaiah 55:1-5 
Romans 9:1-5 

3 
Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29 
Deuteronomy 8:1-10 
Romans 1:8-15 

4 
Acts 2:37-47 
Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29 
Deuteronomy 26:1-15 

5 
Exodus16:2-15,31-35 
Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29 
Matthew 15:32-39 

6 
Psalm 85:8-13 
1 Kings 18:1-16 
Acts 17:10-15 

7 
Acts 18:24-28 
Psalm 85:8-13 
1 Kings 18:17-19, 30-40 

8 
1 Kings 18:14-46 
Psalm 85:8-13 
Matthew 16:1-4 

9 
Matthew 14:22-33 
Psalm 85:8-13 
1 Kings 19:9-18 
Romans 10:5-15 

 

10 
Psalm 18:1-19 
Genesis 7:11-8:5 
2 Peter 2:4-10 

11 
Genesis 19:1-29 
Psalm 18:1-19 
Romans 9:14-29 

12 
Matthew 8:23-27 
Psalm 18:1-19 
Job 36:24-33:37:14-24 

13 
Psalm 67 
Isaiah 45:20-25 
Revelation 15:1-4 

14 
Isaiah 63:15-19 
Psalm 67 
Acts 14:19-28 
 

15 
Luke 1:46-55 
Psalm 34:1-9 
Isaiah 61:7-11 
Galatians 4:4-7 

16 
Matthew 15:[10-20]21-28 

Psalm 67 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

 

17 
Psalm 87 
2 Kings 5:1-14 
Acts 15:1-21 

18 
Romans 11:13-29 
Psalm 87 
Isaiah 43:8-13 
 

19 
Matthew 8:1-13 
Psalm 87 
Isaiah 66:18-23 

20 
Psalm 138 
Ezekiel 28:11-19 
1 Corinthians 6:1-11 

21 
Ezekiel 31:15-18 
Psalm 138 
2 Corinthians 10:12-18 

22 
Ezekiel 36:33-38 
Psalm 138 
Matthew 16:5-12 

23 
Matthew 16:13-20 
Psalm 138 
Isaiah 51:1-6 
Romans 12:1-8 

 

24 
John 1:43-51 
Psalm 12 
Exodus 19:1-6 
1 Corinthians 12:27-31a 

25 
Romans 11:33-36 
Psalm 18:1-3,20-32 
Deuteronomy 32:18-
20, 28-39 

26 
Isaiah 28:14-22 
Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32 
Matthew 26:6-13 

27 
Psalm 26:1-8 
Jeremiah 14:13-18 
Ephesians 5:1-6 

28 
2 Thessalonians 2:7-12 
Psalm 26:1-8 
Jeremiah 15:1-9 

29 
Jeremiah 15:10-14 
Psalm 26:1-8 
Matthew 8:14-17 

30 
Matthew 16:21-28 
Psalm 26:1-8 
Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Romans 12:9-21 

 

31 
Psalm 17 
2 Samuel 11:2-26 
Revelation 3:1-6 

 

     

St. Timothy Lutheran Church   716-386-7280 
Church Email: sttimothy2015@gmail.com 

 

mailto:sttimothy2015@gmail.com


ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH – AUGUST 2020 

Sunday 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

  
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
Worship in Spirit 
Download interactive 
bulletin. Click on link 
http://www.sttimothybe
mus.com/coronavirus-
updates.html   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

    1 

    2 
Drive In Service with 
Communion 10 am 
 
 

3 

 

4 

 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Pastor Ivy available 
via Zoom 1-5 pm 
 
 
Marilyn Erickson 

7 

 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
Drive In Service 10 am 
 
Reopening Com. 11am 
 
Chrissy Sellstrom 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
Mary Peterson 

12 
 
 
 
Ben Wickerham 
Derrick Raynor 
 

13 
Pastor Ivy available 
via Zoom 1-5 pm 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

  16 
Drive In Service with 
Communion 10 am 
 
Council Meeting 10:45 
am 
 

17 
 
 

 
 
 
Jessica Goebel 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
Pastor Ivy available 
via Zoom 1-5 pm 
 
 
 
Darlene Turnquist 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
Drive In Service 10 am 
__________________ 

30 
Drive In Service 10 am 
Adam McKillip 

24 
 
 

31 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
Pastor Ivy available 
via Zoom 1-5 pm 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
Don Anderson 
Ann McKillip 
Debra Daniels 

 

http://www.sttimothybemus.com/coronavirus-updates.html
http://www.sttimothybemus.com/coronavirus-updates.html
http://www.sttimothybemus.com/coronavirus-updates.html


These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for the global, social and 
outreach ministries of the ELCA, as well as for the needs and circumstances 
of our neighbors, communities and world. Thank you for your continued 
prayers for the life and mission of this church.

1 Pray for open hearts and minds, that we might reflect prayerfully on our 
church, society, institutions, laws, traditions and selves, seeking meaningful 
change and reform to combat racism and white supremacy wherever they 
exist, perpetuate injustice or influence us.

2 Pray that the story of Jesus feeding the hungry crowd will inspire us to be 
compassionate and generous, and that, individually and together, we will be 
able and equipped to respond to the needs of our neighbor.

3 Give thanks for artists and craftspeople who share their creative gifts and 
perspectives, arousing our joy, wonder, reflection and appreciation of life. 

4 Pray that we will not be too inhibited to wrestle with God and God’s Word, 
or to have candid conversations with God, and that the Spirit will deepen our 
trust in God’s love, concern, forgiveness and patience with us.

5 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Young Adults in Global Mission program 
will not be sending out volunteers this year. Give thanks for young adults who 
have volunteered for global service over the years, and pray that the Spirit 
will guide the Young Adults in Global Mission program as it prepares to 
continue its work and ministry alongside our global companions.

6 Ask the Spirit to help us be bold and articulate in sharing who God is, what 
God has done and what God is doing in the world for the sake of all people. 

7 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly and participating in online sessions, that 
the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, 
proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing 
God’s work in an ever-changing world.

encouragement and help for children, youth, young adults and parents, 
especially during these beginning weeks and months of school.

25 “In one body we have many members, and not all the members have the 
same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
we are members one of another.” Give thanks and praise to God for the 
diverse gifts, skills and life experiences we have been given, which we share 
in the body of Christ to build each other up and do God’s work in the world.

26 Remember in prayer our global companions and all nations fighting 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the resulting economic problems and social and 
emotional stress, and the lack of accessible health care and adequate medical 
resources. Pray that we will respond to our global neighbors in need with 
empathy, hope and generosity, freely sharing our resources, discoveries and 
technology. 

27 Give thanks and praise to God for hearing our words, loving us, sustaining 
us through times of trouble and strengthening our spirit and faith. 

28 Give thanks that, as a church, we listen to the needs of our neighbors, 
roll up our sleeves and get to work with partners and companions in our 
communities and the world, helping and serving where the needs are greatest. 

29 In this presidential campaign year, pray that our leaders and candidates will 
serve all people, especially those in the greatest need; work to heal wounds 
and divisions in society; strive for justice and equality; and seek change for the 
well-being and prosperity of our communities. Pray that our faith, wisdom and 
concern for neighbors and global companions will guide our discernment and 
decisions in upcoming elections.

30 Give thanks that we have been transformed and made new through God’s 
love for us and our baptism in Jesus Christ. Pray that the living word of Jesus 
will guide our baptismal journeys so that we extend hospitality to strangers, 
love and serve our neighbor, overcome evil with good, accompany people who 
are suffering and in pain, and disavow vengeance and hate.

31 Pray for synod leaders and committees as they carefully plan assemblies 
rescheduled for this fall or next year. Remember that our strength and unity 
in Christ transcend traditional places, methods or times of gathering — we 
are the church, the body of Christ, in every setting and circumstance.

PRAYER VENTURES
AUGUST 2020

This resource may be copied and shared among members and friends of 
the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
Contact info@elca.org for additional information. Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, 8765 W. Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631-4101. 
Telephone: 800-638-3522, ext. 2458.



8 Pray for the Spirit to stir within us humility, wisdom, empathy and a 
commitment to dismantle the barriers between people who live in wealth 
and people who live in poverty. Pray that all will have sufficient resources for 
daily life and self-sufficiency but also will develop a deeper commitment to 
mutual care and will value one another and our interdependence.

9 Just as Jesus calmed and reassured his disciples in a boat crossing a 
stormy sea, we pray for protection, comfort and renewal of faith in these 
difficult, uncertain times and in future ordeals.  

10 Give thanks to God for leaders — paid and volunteer — who serve in 
youth, young adult and family ministries in our congregations and synods. 
Pray for the ELCA Youth, Young Adult and Youth Gathering ministries and 
the ELCA Youth Ministry Network, that their collective work of supporting, 
equipping and nurturing faith and of connecting leaders and young people 
will yield abundant fruit.

11 Pray that we will listen carefully to God and be receptive to the ways 
God speaks to us each day, especially when we least expect it or are slow to 
recognize God’s voice amid the noise and competing voices in the world. 

12 “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” Ask God to help 
us proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ and salvation, that all who hear 
will believe, be saved and enjoy the blessings of being a sibling in Christ with 
believers throughout the world.

13 Give thanks for nurses, who care for our physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs in diverse settings, including hospitals, community clinics, 
congregations, schools, home care, the military, facilities for older adults, 
health education programs and global mission. Pray for the Evangelical 
Lutheran Parish Nurse Association and its work supporting, equipping and 
encouraging parish nurses across the country.

14 Pray that during this pandemic, which has stretched beyond our 
expectations and imagination, we will be renewed in our commitment to 
the patience, sacrifice and awareness of the example we set as we continue 
personal health measures for the sake of our health and the wellness of our 
neighbors, community and nation.

15 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others of the Eastern North 
Dakota Synod who are gathering for their digital assembly, that the Spirit will 
strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the 
gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an 
ever-changing world.

16 Pray for forgiveness and God’s mercy when our actions, words, intentions 
or thoughts dishonor God’s ways and commandments. Ask for the Spirit 
to help us shine as bright witnesses to God’s unbound, unbiased love for 
humanity and to serve our neighbor without prejudice or reluctance.

17 Remember in prayer the people and communities of India and Bangladesh 
that were affected by Cyclone Amphan in May. Pray for the response of 
Lutheran World Service India Trust, supported by Lutheran Disaster Response, 
as it provides food to families in urban slums, tarps and temporary shelters, 
and assists families in obtaining aid for housing reconstruction. Pray for God’s 
presence, comfort, hope and healing throughout their recovery.

18 God asks us to do justice and do what is right. Pray that we will be faithful 
to God’s ways and commandments and to Jesus’ example of unrestrained love 
and compassion for people who are needy, suffering or oppressed.

19 Give thanks for nimble, creative teachers and school staff as they adapt to 
the changing dynamics of the COVID-19 pandemic with concern for the safety, 
education and personal needs of students and their parents.

20 God is gracious and blesses us; God’s face shines on us. Join creation and 
every nation in praising God and singing for joy!

21 Who can argue with the psalmist who proclaims that it is good 
and pleasant when we live together in unity? Pray that, amid unrest, 
conflict and division, we will work for the unity that God desires for us, 
a unity rooted in love, respect, justice, diversity, reconciliation, mutual 
understanding and advocacy for neighbors in need. 

22 Give thanks for how God sustains us and nurtures our hope through 
interactions with friends, family, siblings in Christ, strangers and 
communities of faith ― in person and by phone, text, email, online meetings, 
posted notes and cards, and acts of kindness.

23 How do you respond when someone asks you about your faith, your 
beliefs, the church or who Jesus is? Pray that the Spirit will inspire our 
boldness and clarity as we, respecting and welcoming people’s questions, talk 
about our faith, recognize and seek opportunities to bear witness to God’s 
presence and work in the world, and reveal the Jesus we know and follow 
through our actions and prayerful conversations.

24 Pray for students beginning a new academic year, that they will adjust 
quickly to new ways of learning, being together and interacting safely. 
Ask the Spirit to inspire our communities of faith to provide support, 
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