
ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
                               CHURCH MOUSE 
                               OCTOBER  2022 
                                       

                                     
                                   Sunday, October 2, 2022  
                         Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Worship With Communion 10:00 am 
Pastor Ivy Gauvin 

 
Sunday, October 9, 2022 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Worship 10:00 am 
Pastor Ivy Gauvin 

 
                                  Sunday, October 16, 2022 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Worship With Communion 10:00 am   

Pastor Ivy Gauvin 
 

Sunday, October 23, 2022 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship 10:00 am 
Pastor Ivy Gauvin 

 
Sunday, October 30, 2022 

Twenty-first Sunday after Penticost 
Worship 10:00 am 
Pastor Ivy Gauvin 

 
                                                            

Join us for indoor worship or in the church parking lot for 
                                     the Drive In Service 
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Pastor’s Pondering: 

 

As I write this, tomorrow is the first day of fall. How can this be? How was 

your summer? Or, did it just whisk by before you even knew it? Seems 

like that at our end. We didn’t even make it to the Chautauqua Institution 

this year for some concerts we were excited about.  

 

Looking at my October calendar, it’s already pretty full. There are a 

couple of events I would like to highlight. First, one of our now-grown 

Promise Children from Honduras, Jayson Mena is here in the States 

sharing the vision God has given him for some children that live in a 

remote mountain village. One of the major improvements to their 

situation since Jayson began his work is they now have running water 

indoors. There are many other wonderful things that have been done as 

well, but you’ll have to wait to hear about those until Sunday, October 23, 

when Jayson will be with us.  

 

Something struck me as I looked at the reading for the last Sunday in 

September. It’s from 1 Timothy 6:6-19. Paul is telling his protégé, 

Timothy, what to teach to the rich. It is all summed up in these words, “If 

they do that, they’ll build a treasury that will last, gaining life that is truly 

life” (1 Timothy 6:19). What especially captures my attention are these 

few words, “life that is truly life.” That is God’s desire for us, real life–life 

beyond the humdrum of daily life, life that is found as we allow God to 

meet with us, to form a stronger relationship with us. In John’s gospel, 

we’re told, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 

they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). Jesus wants us 

to experience the “life that is truly life.”  

 

Such life was promised to us in baptism, when the pastor said, “…child 

of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ forever” (ELW, Baptism). We are children of God. God 
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has breathed life into us in baptism. Let us together follow Christ to live 

the “life that is truly life.”  

 
Pastor Ivy 
                           
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
                                   St. Timothy Church Council 

 

President– Kristie Bloomquist  
Vice President - Marty Hunt        

Secretary – Marcy Saar 
Kathy Carlson         Tammy Haas 

 Linda Milks         Pastor Ivy Gauvin 
-------------------- 

Treasurer – Julie Bihler 
Financial Secretary – Kathy Carlson 

Do you have questions or ideas for Council?  Feel free to share them with any 
council member or write them down and leave in the office. 

  

  

 

 
 

                                       September 2022 Council Highlights 

 
 

Flowers for Sunday services are now $25.  

• Sign up chart for flowers is in Narthex or 

leave a message for Marge. 

• New Bible study has started up, after worship. 

You are still welcome. 

• Coffee time after worship is now in Fellowship 

Hall.  

• Blessing of the Animals will be Sunday, October 

9th. 

• Jayson Mena will be visiting us on Sunday, 

October 23. 

• We welcome Ashley Kaczar as our new cleaner.   

• Finance Committee meeting this month for the 3rd  

quarter.  
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, Karen Johnson, Mary Peterson, Kay Marker Magneson, Roy Pihl, 

George Balcom, Trudy Fetzner, Thom Shagla,Mabel Tranum, Norm 

Wolff, Sarah VanStaalduin Stephen Gilboy, Charlene Hunter, Joe 
Gauvin, Emerson Allaby, Karen Brown, Tom West, John Alm, Eileen 

Beichner, John Gingrass, those serving in the military and law 

enforcement and their families, including Ben Wickerham, those 

caught up in violence and war who have no safe home in which to 
live.   
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

         OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
1 Allyson Saar                                                   15 Nathan Saar 
2 Patricia Helfrich                                            19 Greg Fish 
3 Kay Marker Magneson                                22 Kathy Carlson 
6 Genevieve Sellstrom                                    27 Dan O’Brien 
14 Rose Johnson-Prieur                                  30 Kristie Bloomquist 
                                                                            30  Alexandria Daniels 
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ONLINE GIVING at St. Timothy for Debit/Credit cards 

Three ways to give: 
- Go directly to our website at www.sttimothybemus.com. 
- Use our QR code with the QR reader on your smartphone. 
- Download the app ‘GivePlus Church’. Create an account. 
  For further information, see Kathy Carlson on Sundays or call her at 485-1316. 

  

 

 

 

   

  Mailing in your weekly or monthly offering would be greatly appreciated for   

July, if you haven’t already done so. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

                              

 
 
 
 

Monthly Readings and Psalms 
 
 

                Sunday, October 2, 2022 
 

•  Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4  

• Wicked surround the righteous; wait for the LORD 

• Psalm 37:1-9  

• Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD. (Ps. 37:5)  

• 2 Timothy 1:1-14  

• Guard the treasure entrusted to you: faith and love in Christ 

• Luke 17:5-10  

• Faith the size of a mustard seed 

               Sunday, October 9, 2022            
 

• 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 

• Naaman washes in the Jordan and is cleansed 

• Psalm 111 

• I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart. (Ps. 111:1) 

• 2 Timothy 2:8-15 

  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-10&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-10&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-10&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/?date=2022-10&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-9/0
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• If we die with Christ, we will live with Christ 

• Luke 17:11-19 

• One leper made clean by Jesus gives thanks to God 

              Sunday, October 16, 2022 

• Genesis 32:22-31  

• Jacob’s struggle with the angel: I’ll not let go until you bless me 

• Psalm 121  

• My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. (Ps. 121:2)  

• 2 Timothy 3:14--4:5  

• In the presence of Christ the judge, proclaim the message 

• Luke 18:1-8  

• The widow begs for justice; God grants justice to those who cry to him 

          Sunday October 23,  2022 

• Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22  

• Jerusalem will be defeated 

• Sirach 35:12-17 (alternate) 

• God is impartial in justice and hears the powerless 

• Psalm 84:1-7  

• Happy are the people whose strength is in you. (Ps. 84:5)  

• 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18  

• The good fight of faith 

•  Luke 18:9-14 

• A Pharisee and tax collector pray together 

            Sunday, October 30, 2022 

•  Isaiah 1:10-18  

• Learn to do good, seek justice, and rescue the oppressed 

• Psalm 32:1-7  

• All the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble. (Ps. 32:6)  

• 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

• Faith and love amid persecution and adversity 

• Luke 19:1-10  

• Zacchaeus climbs into a tree to see Jesu 

  
 

  

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-9/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-16/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-23/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-30/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2022-10-30/0
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
Our pets and animal helpers are like parts of the family. On Sunday, October 9, we will 
have the opportunity to pray together and give thanks for our furry friends. 
Immediately after worship, we will gather in the parking lot for our Blessing of the 
Animals.  

Pastor Ivy   

 

 
 

 

“Trust in [God] at all times, O people; pour out your heart before [God]; 

God is a refuge for us” (Psalm 62:8).  

 

Dear friend, 

 

Over the weekend, several disasters made the news. Here are some of the 

biggest ones: 

• In Puerto Rico and the Caribbean, Hurricane Fiona brought 

torrential rainfall and devastating flooding to the islands. Almost 

exactly five years after Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico is again 

experiencing an island-wide blackout and damaged buildings and 

infrastructure. Lutheran Disaster Response is working with the 

Caribbean Synod to develop an immediate response in impacted 

communities. 

• In Alaska, the remnants of Typhoon Merbok have caused 

widespread flooding along the state’s western coast. This was 

one of the worst storms in recent decades in Alaska, with strong 

waves and heavy rainfall damaging homes, seawalls, roads and 

other infrastructure. Officials are planning a quick relief period 

before the water freezes. Lutheran Disaster Response is working 

with the Alaska Synod to address the needs of those impacted by 

the storm. 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fOur-Work%2fRelief-and-Development%2fLutheran-Disaster-Response&srcid=315509&srctid=1&erid=5d4090b9-40c6-4a7a-953b-c7e7a17e6fb4&trid=5d4090b9-40c6-4a7a-953b-c7e7a17e6fb4
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fOur-Work%2fRelief-and-Development%2fLutheran-Disaster-Response&srcid=315509&srctid=1&erid=5d4090b9-40c6-4a7a-953b-c7e7a17e6fb4&trid=5d4090b9-40c6-4a7a-953b-c7e7a17e6fb4


Page 8 

 

 
 

• In Japan, Typhoon Nanmadol hit Kyushu, the country’s 

southernmost main island. At least two people were killed and 

dozens more injured in the storm, which moved northward over 

Honshu. Wind gusts of over 145 mph and heavy rainfall caused at 

least one landslide and damaged homes and businesses. We 

have been in touch with the ELCA’s global personnel in Japan. 

• In Papua New Guinea, a 7.7 magnitude earthquake hit on Sep. 

11, with ensuing aftershocks. At least three people died, and 

many buildings and roads were impacted. There is a strong 

Lutheran presence in the impacted area, including a Lutheran 

nursing school connected to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Papua New Guinea (ELCPNG) that was damaged in the 

earthquake. We have been in contact with the ELCPNG to 

discuss a possible response. 

• In Pakistan, the summer monsoon flooding is causing a 

widespread humanitarian crisis. The flooding has killed 1,500 

people and up to 7 million people may be displaced. Lutheran 

Disaster Response is contributing to an ACT Alliance appeal that 

addresses the needs of flooded communities. Through the 

appeal, local partners will provide food, temporary shelter and 

bedding, rebuilding materials and psychosocial support. 

These are just the disasters that made the biggest headlines. There are 

countless smaller disasters that don’t make the news. With your gifts to the 

Lutheran Disaster Response general fund, we can respond to as many as 

possible – whenever and wherever they strike.  

 

Again and again, you show up for our neighbors impacted by disasters in 

the United States and around the world. Thank you. Please join me in 

prayer and partnership to support all those impacted. 
 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2flutherandisasterresponse&srcid=315509&srctid=1&erid=5d4090b9-40c6-4a7a-953b-c7e7a17e6fb4&trid=5d4090b9-40c6-4a7a-953b-c7e7a17e6fb4
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We are again promoting our Flower Chart for our members to 
honor or in memory of loved ones while providing fresh flowers 
for a Sunday service on the alter.   We have made arrangements 
with Girtons Florist to provide the arrangements for our members 
to purchase. The cost is $25.00 and you can place your money in 
the offering plate and the memo on check should say “flowers” 
and made out to St. Timothy Lutheran Church. 
Remember our flower chart sign up is in the lobby on the wall. 
Please sign up for the Sundays you would like flowers on the 
alter, then afterwards you can bring the floral arrangement home 
to enjoy.  Also, if you would like certain colors, please indicate 
and Girtons will be happy to make that possible.   
The two arrangements we had were beautiful and fresh flowers are 
always nice and fragrant.  HOPE TO SEE YOUR NAME ON THAT 
CHART. 
Thank You! 
Marty 

 

 

Healthy Bones Returns 
 
Healthy Bones has started up again at St. Timothy, going through next 
May – 35 weeks in all.  There is room for more people if you would like 
to take advantage of this  great opportunity for some low stress exercise 
and getting together with a great bunch of people. 
 
Days:  Monday and Wednesday 
Place:  St. Timothy Fellowship Hall 
Time:  9:00 – 10:15 am 
There is currently NO CHARGE for the program for at least the first 10 
weeks.   Stay tuned… 
 
If interested, contact Cherrie Clark at (716) 499-3116 -cell     or     (716) 
386-3105 -  home 
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Adopt a Highway! Thanks for all your help!! 

 
Public response period: Social message on climate care 
 
We need your help! A draft of the ELCA's forthcoming social message on 
climate change and how we are called to respond has been posted, and 
the public comment period is open through Friday, Dec. 2. The draft will 
be edited in response to your feedback and brought to the ELCA Church 
Council for a vote this spring. To read the draft and provide your input 
through our online form, go to elca.org/climatecare. 
 
 
 
 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fclimatecare&srcid=315823&srctid=1&erid=aa1971e3-2310-40c8-9c70-68dff187f5c8&trid=aa1971e3-2310-40c8-9c70-68dff187f5c8


ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH OCTOBER 2022 

 

Sunday 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

  
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

              
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

               
 

          1     
 
 
 
Allyson Saar 

2 
10:00 am Worship 
w/Communion 
 
 
Patricia Helfrich                     

           3 
Healthy Bones 9am 

 

Kay Marker 

Magneson 

           4 
 
 

5 
 
Healthy Bones 9am 
 
 
 

            6           
 
Tai Chi 9:30 am 
Tai Chi 12:00 pm 
Choir 5pm 
 
Genevieve Sellstrom 

           7         
 
 
 
 

          8 
 
 
 
 
 

               9 
10:00 am Worship 
 
  
 
 

          10 

 
 
Healthy Bones 9am 
 

11 
 

12 
 
Healthy Bones 9am 
 
 
 
 

13 
Tai Chi 9:30 am 
Tai Chi 12:00 pm 
 
Choir 5pm 
 

         14 
Ellery Senior 
Citizens 11:30 
 
 
 
Rose Johnson-
Prieur 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
Nathan Saar 

             16 
10:00 am Worship 
w/Communion   
Council following 
Worship 
 

17 
 

Healthy Bones 9am 

 

 

          18 
 
 
 
5 & 2 Packing 7pm 

19 
 
Healthy Bones 9am 
 
 
 
Greg Fish 

20 
 
Tai Chi 9:30 am 
Tai Chi 12:00 pm 
Thrivant Meetings 
 12-5 pm 
Choir 5pm 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

         22 
 
 
 
 
 
Kathy Carlson 

        23/30 
 
10:00 am Worship           
 
 
Kristie Bloomquist 
Alexandra Daniels 

     24/31               
 
Healthy Bones 9am 

 

         25     
 
 

         26    
     
Healthy Bones 9am 

           27 
 
Tai Chi 9:30 am 
Tai Chi 12:00 pm 
 
Choir 5pm 
 
Dan O’Brien 

         28   
 
 
 
 

      29  
 
 
 
 
 

 



OCTOBER  2022 
WORSHIP AND SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

AT ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

     OCTOBER 2    OCTOBER 9    OCTOBER 16       OCTOBER 23   OCTOBER 30 

   
 

Assistant Liturgist 
 
 
 

 
 

  Tammy Haas   

 
 

Kristie Bloomquist 

 
 

Ann Bentley 

 
 

Kristie Bloomquist 

 
 

Sarah Goebel 

    
 
 

Ushers/Greeters 
 
 

 
 

Linda Milks 
Ginnie Sloan 

 
 

Marty Hunt 
Linda Milks 

 
 

       Marty Hunt 
Ginnie Sloan 

 
 

Linda Milks 
       Ginnie Sloan 

 
 

   Linda Milks 
   Marty Hunt 

     
 
 
 

     

 
 
 

   
 

  

St. Timothy Lutheran Church   716-386-7280 
Church Email: sttimothy2015@gmail.com 

Website:  www.sttimothybemus.com 
Facebook Page:  http://www.facebook.com/sttimsbemus 

 
 
 

 

mailto:sttimothy2015@gmail.com
http://www.sttimothybemus.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sttimsbemus


These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for the global, social and 
outreach ministries of the ELCA, as well as for the needs and circumstances 
of our neighbors, communities and world. Thank you for your continued 
prayers for the life and mission of this church.

1 International Day of Older Persons  Give thanks for our older neighbors 
and siblings in Christ! Ask God to help us value, engage and nurture the skills, 
wisdom, faith and spiritual gifts of older adults and to respond to their diverse 
needs, circumstances and stages of life.

2 Praise God for the work of the Spirit that equips us for lives of faith and 
service, gathers us in communities of faith and enables us — individually and 
together — to engage in vital ministries for the sake of the world.

3 Pray that we will respond generously to the immediate and long-term needs 
of people and communities impacted by flooding and wildfires, and that we 
will bear hope, encouragement and care to those grieving the loss of loved 
ones and neighbors and rebuilding their own lives.

4 Feast of Francis of Assisi (1181-1226)  Pray that we will greet each day 
with a sense of awe, gratitude and respect for creation, for the organisms 
and creatures that inhabit the earth and for humanity in all its diversity and 
complexity — the handiwork of God. Ask the Spirit to inspire us to live with 
greater simplicity and to manage wisely all that God has entrusted to our care, 
use and enjoyment. 

5 We are living in times of economic uncertainty, a continuing pandemic, 
unresolved racism, political turmoil and human suffering. Pray for God 
to renew our spirit, calm our anxiety, strengthen our resiliency, draw our 
attention to the needs of our neighbor and help us make healthy choices. 

6 “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you” 
(2 Timothy 1:5). Praise God for mothers, stepmothers, grandmothers, aunts, 
sisters and others who invite us to believe in the life-giving love we have in 
Jesus Christ and who help us become fearless, faithful and compassionate 
disciples of Christ.

25 “Happy are those whose strength is in you” (Psalm 84:5). Give thanks that 
we find true strength and comfort through faith in God, who enables us to 
endure every difficulty and crisis in life, no matter how complex or consuming.

26 Ask God to strengthen our relationships with the Lutheran World 
Federation, National Council of Churches of Christ and World Council of 
Churches for the work we do together to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ, grow the church, share resources for ministry and leadership 
development, and promote ecumenical and interreligious understanding.

27 Pray that the Spirit will stir our determination to challenge ideologies that 
set us against one another through fear, hatred, untruths and mistrust. Ask 
God to help us hold to what is true, exercise love and mercy, seek justice and 
equity, care for one another and strive for unity.

28 Give thanks for school counselors, social workers and psychologists who 
care for students and their diverse needs. Pray that all children and youth will 
have access to affordable, effective and supportive mental health services.

29 Pray that our generosity will be driven by our desire to honor God, 
share the blessings and resources we have received, ease the burdens and 
suffering of neighbors in need, help others become self-sufficient, and 
strengthen communities.

30 Reformation Sunday  We receive God’s grace — undeserved love and 
forgiveness — through the gift of faith in the risen Christ, who restores our 
relationship with God. Give thanks for Martin Luther, for theologians and 
for siblings in Christ who inspire us to study Scripture, embrace God’s gift 
of grace and salvation, deepen our faith and love for God, connect our faith 
with daily life and spread the good news of Jesus Christ.

31 Zacchaeus’ life changed forever when he came down from a tree and 
met Jesus face to face. Pray that our lives will be transformed and filled 
with joy because of our encounter with Jesus, who reveals God’s gracious 
love for humanity.

PRAYER VENTURES
OCTOBER 2022

This resource may be copied and shared among members and friends of 
the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
Contact info@elca.org for additional information. Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, 8765 W. Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631-4101. 
Telephone: 800-638-3522, ext. 2458.



7 Thank God for our special relationship with the Reformed Church in 
America, a full communion partner with the ELCA since 1997. Pray for the 
church, its members and its leaders, that together we will find strength 
and resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, 
especially in these challenging times.

8 Pray that the wisdom and knowledge of physicians, health care workers 
and medical researchers will continue to grow and be applied for the health 
and well-being of all people, especially those who suffer illnesses and 
conditions lacking effective treatments or cures.

9 Praise God for the example of Jesus pausing on his way to Jerusalem to 
heal the 10 lepers, which encourages our faith in the power of God to heal 
and renew and calls our attention to the needs of people around us.

10 Pray for rostered ministers and lay leaders who serve congregations in 
part-time or multiple-ministry contexts, that through their faith, energy and 
creativity those congregations might discover and use the assets they have, 
responding to God’s call to serve their community, share the gospel and give 
witness to God’s love and mercy. 

11 Give thanks and pray for the ELCA Justice for Woman program and 
for the unique voices and experiences of women and girls — across race, 
ethnicity, ability, class, sexuality, gender identity and age — who raise 
awareness of and advocate for gender justice.

12 The ELCA Fund for Leaders helps provide scholarships for seminary 
students responding to God’s call to follow Christ as congregational leaders, 
campus ministers, missionaries, mission developers and more. Give thanks 
for the fund’s 25 years of helping seminary students continue their journey 
to ministry debt-free and for the generosity of ELCA members committed to 
encouraging and preparing new leaders. 

13 Pray that we will live and serve with confidence in God’s promises, listen 
to and respect one another, and reflect the love and ways of God in all that 
we do and say as people of faith and disciples of Christ.

14 Remember in prayer young adults who are working, serving in the 
military or engaged in nontraditional education opportunities, that they 
might know that God has purpose for them and that their gifts, knowledge, 
interests, life experiences and work are valued by the church, their 
communities and the world.

15 “Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart” 
(Psalm 111:1). Give thanks for God’s trustworthy grace, activity in the world 
and daily blessings that renew and sustain us.

16 Rejoice in the promise that God hears the cries of those who suffer 
injustice, inequality and persecution; pray for the Spirit to help us persist 
in our prayers for our neighbors in need and our endeavors to make 
our church, society, institutions and laws just, equitable, inclusive and 
compassionate.

17 International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  Supplying immediate 
relief for those who suffer poverty and hunger is critical, and the work 
we do together to address the underlying causes and eliminate poverty is 
essential. Pray that the Spirit will grant us wisdom, resolve and faith, that 
our efforts to end poverty will bear abundant fruit for the well-being of our 
neighbors in need.

18 Give thanks for this year’s Churchwide Assembly and pray that we 
will continue to create opportunities for mutual encouragement, prayerful 
discussion of difficult issues, Spirit-led decision making and recommitment 
to the work we do together to share the gospel, serve our neighbor and bear 
light and hope into the world.  

19 “From where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1-2). Pray that our faith in God’s love and 
care will be resilient and that we will be aware of people near us whom God 
works through to assist and accompany us in times of need and distress.

20 Pray for abundant autumn harvests and for agricultural workers, 
farmers, ranchers and those who serve in distribution chains around the 
world as they strive to feed themselves and nourish people everywhere.

21 Remember in prayer the people affected by catastrophic flooding in 
Pakistan over the past months — about 33 million people, including millions 
who have been displaced from their homes and communities. 

22 Give thanks for Lutheran Services in America, an alliance that includes 
the ELCA and 300 health and human service organizations and serves the 
diverse needs of more than 6 million people each year in the United States 
and the Caribbean. 

23 Ask the Spirit to ground our faith and service in humility so that we 
regard others as equal in humanity, children of God receiving the same 
grace, mercy and promise of eternal life in Jesus Christ that we have.

24 Give thanks for the ELCA Youth Ministry program, ELCA Youth Gathering 
and ELCA Youth Ministry Network, and for leaders of children, youth and 
family ministries. Pray that their work supporting and equipping leaders and 
developing faith formation programs and initiatives will thrive.
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